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All ROTC Students 
Must Sign Oath 


Of interest to conscientious objectors 
is the fact that students and organiza- 
tions in several parts of the country, 
particularly Wisconsin and California, 
are putting forth special efforts to have 
repealed the law which requires all 
ROTC students to take a loyalty oath. 

Public Law 458, passed June 30, 1954, 
contains Section 731 which provides as 
follows: 


“No part of the funds appropriated 
herein shall be expended for support 
of any formally enrolled student in 
basic courses of the senior division, 
of Reserve Officers Training Corps, 
who has not executed a certificate of 
loyalty or loyalty oath in such form 
as shall be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary of Defense.” 


” (Continued on page 4) 
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164 JWs Serve in 28 States 


According to a recent survey, there 
are 164 members of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
doing civilian work as I-Ws in 28 states. 
The largest number serving in any one 
state—Pennsylvania—is 24. Michigan 
has 18 serving as I-Ws, while 17 are 
assigned to Indiana. The remaining JWs 
serve in the following states (listed in 
decreasing order of number of I-Ws): 
New York, Maryland, New Jersey, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, Kansas, Missouri, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Wisconsin, Massachusetts, 
Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, California, 
Colorado, Illinois, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Da- 
kota, Oregon, Utah, and West Virginia. 

In addition, several hundred JWs have 
refused civilian work and are in process 
of possible prosecution. 


Many NSB Constituents 
Oppose Conscription in 
Present Congress 


Many NSBRO constituent denomina- 
tions, agencies and individuals will ex- 
press opposition to conscription in the 
present session of Congress. There are 
two aspects to the measures they will 
oppose. Frst, the entire Selective Serv- 
ice law will expire on June 30, 1955. The 
re-enactment of this will be vigorously 
opposed by many groups. Second, an 
amendment will be offered to inaugurate 
a UMT-Reserve program, in which a cer- 
tain portion of men would serve avtively 
for 6 months, and then in the reserves 
for 9% years. This phase would operate 
simultaneously with the plan for other 
men to serve 2 years of active duty and 
6 years in the reserve. Even a greater 
number of groups and persons will op- 
pose this new UMT-Reserve proposal. 
They will write, wire, phone or visit their 

(Continued on page 2) 





To The National Service Board 
1105 K Street, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


laws and regulations. 
ebout _ 








I therefore gladly contribute $= >» > 
—__—, 1955. 


Here Is My Contribution To Help Worthy COs 


1 understand it will cost a minimum of $30,000 to help conscientious objectors, through the Nationa! Service Board, during 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1955. | know you help men who face possible jail sentences, who have classification, appeal, 
and work order problems, and whose rights to religious freedom are continually threatened by public opinion and by proposed new 
_. te your work, which is enclosed, or which | will moil 














(Clip and mail to NSBRO, 1105 K Street, N.W., Washington 5, D. C.) 











Published by the National Service Board for Religious Objectors 














FOR AND ABOUT I-Ws 





WALTERS INVITES 1-Ws TO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


December 14, 1954. 
Dear Friends: 

During more than three years of Civil- 
ian Public Service in World War II, I 
looked forward to a profitable use of my 
accumulated leave days by attending re- 
ligious and educational conferences. You 
who are currently serving in I-W units 
may welcome such an opportunity during 
the coming summer. The opportunity is 
the 23rd International Sunday School 
Convention, July 27-31, 1955, in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

The program planned primarily for 
the volunteer church school worker will 
have elements of particular interest to 
you. The program includes daily Bible 
study, Interest Group sessions, denomi- 
national meetings, and mass assemblies, 
all with outstanding leaders. Interest 
Groups which should appeal to you are: 
Religion and Public Education; Leaders 
in Inter-Cultural Relations; and Leaders 
in Christian Social Education. Dr. Ralph 
W. Sockman, Rev. Charles B. Templeton, 
and other assembly speakers will have 
’ a real message for you. 

A ten-page folder with complete in- 
formation may be secured from THE 
REPORTER or from the Headquarters, 23rd 
International Sunday School Convention, 
79 E. Adams St., Chicago 3, Ill. 

You are welcome! Do plan to come! 

Very sincerely yours, 
LOREN WALTERS, 
Director. 





1-W “FIRED” FOR PROTESTING 
LOYALTY OATH 

Charles P. Crawford, a conscientious 
objector twice reported on in previous 
issues of THE REPORTER (Mar., Nov., 
1954), was “fired” from his alternative 
service (I-W) job at the Mendocino, 
Calif., State mental hospital for signing 
under protest the California State loyalty 
oath. He began work on Aug. 31, and 
was “fired” a month later on Oct. 5, 
1954. All state employees of California 
are required to sign the Levering Act 
loyalty oath. 

Refusing to submit to induction into 
the armed services in August, 1953, after 
a denial of his CO claim, Crawford was 
acquitted of an induction refusal charge 
in the Federal District Court in San 
Francisco last February. Later he was 
classified I-O as a conscientious objector 
by his local board. 





1-W AFFILIATIONS 

As of December 14, 1954, the religious 
affiliations of 3906 men currently in I-W 
service are as follows (this does not in- 
clude any men who have been released 
from alternative service) : 
Mennonite (Amish included) ____2612 
Church of the Brethren... 343 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Society of Friends 145 
Old German Baptist Brethren____._ 112 
Church of Christ 91 



































Brethren in Christ 64 
Christadelphian 45 
Church of God 42 
Methodist 42 
Association of Bible Students. 21 
Pentecostal 21 
Baptist 13 
Presbyterian 13 
Seventh Day Adventists... ._ 12 
Co ational Christian 11 
Eva ical and Reformed __----._ 11 
Hutterian Brethren 11 
Assemblies of God 9 





Evangelical United Brethren______ 
Church of the First Born_______ 
Plymouth Brethren 
Russian Molokan 
Episcopal 
nited Missionary 
Holiness Church 
Followers of Jesus Christ______ 
Independent Fundamental —___ 
Order of Aaron 
United Zion’s Children. —$_»__ 
Apostolic Christian 
Augustana Lutheran _—._____ 
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church___ 
Church of the Christians 
Doukhobour 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Faith Tabernacle __ - 
First Century Gospel 
im Holiness Church 
Unitarian — . 
Albanian Orthodox 
Ambassadors for Christ. 
Body of Christ 
Christian Science 
Christians Gathered Together___ 
Church of God & Saints of Christ 
Church of God in Christ. 
Church of the Four Leaf Clover__ 
Church of the Nazarene 
Church of Theola at 
Congregation of Yahweh 
Disciples of Christ 
Essenes of Kosmon 
Evangelical Congregational 
Evangelical Mission 
First Divine Association 
Free Methodist Church 
Gospel Tabernacle ___ 
Holiness Gospel Mission 
Independent Christian 
Megidda Mission 
Missionary Church Association____ 
Mormon 
Reformed Church 
River Brethren 
Roman Catholic 
United Brethren 
United Christian Church__..__ 
United School of Christianity.__— 
No Affiliation 






























































posh ah fk fh feck ek hfe hth fl fk fe hth tet DODO DO DO NOHO DS OKO OO COCO CO CHOI DO “I 

















tt et et 














MANY NSB CONSTITUENTS 
OPPOSE CONSCRIPTION 
(Continued from page 1) 
Senators and Representatives, will write 
articles and letters to the editors of 
papers, will arrange community meet- 
ings, and engage in many other activities. 
As this goes to press, the final draft 
by the Pentagon is being completed. 
From there it will go to the Bureau of 
the Budget for approval. Then it will 
go to the White House, and perhaps to 
the National Security Council, before 

being sent to Congress. 

The CO provisions for classification 
and assignment to civilian work will not 
be changed, according to the Pentagon 
drafters. The Office of Defense Mobili- 
zation, the Budget Bureau, Selective 
Service, and all others we have contacted 
concur that the CO provisions will re- 
main the same. 

To bring the UMT-Reserve provision 
into being, three other laws would need 
to be amended: (1) the Armed Forces 
Reserve Act (AFRA) would need to be 
strengthened; (2) the National Defense 
Act would need some revision; and (3) 
the Career Compensation Act would need 
revision to care for pay features (appar- 
ently $30 per month) of the 6-months 
men. Amendments to cover all these 
features are being prepared. Those op- 
posed to conscription will register oppo- 
sition to these changes also. 


MENNONITES ISSUE LIST 
OF JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
A four-page list of service opportuni- 
ties approved for alternative (I-W) serv- 
ice has just been issued by the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) of Akron, 
Penna. It lists jobs with the MCC such 
as Voluntary Service, Mental Health 
service, Foreign and PAX (Peace) serv- 
ice, plus jobs in church-administered 
projects and non-church related projects. 








CO Finds Seven 
Techniques Useful 


George Jenkins, Jr., a Congregational 
conscientious objector from California, 
found the suggestions below very help- 
ful in his successful, but long-drawn-out, 
attempt to gain recognition of his I-O 
claim by Selective Service. After being 
recommended for this CO classification 
by the Department of Justice, he was 
denied it by the California State Appeal 
Board. Finally, before requesting a 
Presidential Appeal, he urged his local 
board to reopen his case on the basis of 
new evidence and was then granted 
the I-0. 


1. Contact organizations and coun- 
selors experienced in conscientious ob- 
jector cases as soon as the CO position 
has been taken. 

2. With the SSS Form 150 (Special 
Form for CO), file statements from 
the leaders, as well as laymen and 
ministers of one’s denomination, as 
approval by that denomination, on the 
individual’s CO position. 

8. Cite instances where one’s de- 
nomination has taken financial action 
on COs or created CO committees, or 
of other COs in the denomination pre- 
viously recognized by Selective Service. 

4. If the first request for a CO 
classification is refused, find out ex- 
actly what are the requirements that 
have been set up by the draft board 
and which must be met for I-O eligi- 
bility. (Each local board tends to set 
up its own criteria.) 

5. Know at all times just what in- 
formation is in one’s draft file, check- 
ing especially soon after any action 
has been taken by the board. 

6. Make dated copies of everything 
that pertains to one’s case, on infor- 
mation either in or out of the local 
board file. 

7. Much can be clarified with talks 
in the homes of the individual draft 
board members if they will consent to 
doing this. 


MOORE CASE DISMISSED 

The civil suit filed by Joseph T. Moore, 
conscientious objector and teacher (see 
July, 1954, REPORTER), against New Jer- 
sey public school officials has been dis- 
missed by the District Court. Moore had 
been fired when it was discovered that 
on his loyalty oath he had inserted the 
phrase “except by force of arms” as his 
limitation on the promise to support and 
defend the constitution. It is not yet 
known if the decision can be appealed 
or if further action must proceed in the 
state courts. 





GENERAL HERSHEY GIVES ; 
REASONS FOR REFUSAL | 
TO PROSECUTE 


Of much importance to conscientious} 
objectors, especially in regard to the! 
prosecution of registrants who allegedly’ 
violated the Draft Act, are some remarks: 
by Gen. Hershey in a letter to a local: 
board. The letter, except for specific’ 
references, was printed in a recent issue’ 
of Selective Service, a publication of 
National Selective Service Headquarters. 
The pertinent sections are as follows: 

“, .. The declination of the Director 
of Selective Service to recommend 
prosecution was based on two grounds. 
First, doubt as to the court’s reaction 
to some of the procedures in this case; 
and secondly, because of serious ques- 
tion as to the likelihood of conviction 
by a court in view of the affirmative 
evidence of his conscientious objection 
to participation in war in any form, 
or of participation in practices nor- 
mally carried on in the physical healing 
of members of the Armed Forces. . . « 

“The courts have their responsibili- 
ties and for some time there has been 
an alarming tendency to refuse to con- 
vict many who have been classified in 
I-A by local boards, appeal boards, 
and at times by the National Selective 
Service Appeal Board. The Director 
of Selective Service cannot ignore the 
decisions of the courts as to what their 
opinions of law and regulations may 
be. The trial of cases where the clas- 
sification is questionable has been 
largely responsible for the unfortunate 
decisions that have become all too fre- 
quent. The Director of Selective Serv- 
ice believed he must take every step 
within his power to insure that court 
cases be avoided when they were likely 
to result in acquittals with decisions 
making future convictions even more 
difficult. 

“In the present case, the Director of 
Selective Service after much consid- 
eration decided it would be difficult 
to secure and maintain a conviction 
through successive appeals... . 

“The recent trends in court decisions 
emphasize the difficulties which follow 
classifications which seem to ignore 
evidence which supports strongly the 
claims of the registrant. In this par- 
ticular case there are indications that 
it was assumed, at least by the Hear, 
ing Officer, that a statement as to the 
beliefs of the Christian Scientist by 
a church official was completely con- 
clusive. It has been my experience 
that officials of churches have extreme- 
ly doubtful authority to reflect what 
may be in the conscience of a fellow 


CO Denied Claim 
Because He Entered 
Social Work 


A Justice Department Hearing Officer 
recommended that a Presbyterian consci- 
entious objector be denied a I-O classi- 
fication because the registrant changed 
his vocational plans of entering the min- 
istry to doing social service work, The 
Justice Department’s report on this: reg- 
istrant, sent to the state appeal board, 
eontained the following statement: , 

“After talking with and closely ques- 

tioning the registrant, the Hearing 
Officer arrived at the conclusion that 
his objections to military service, both 
combatant and noncombatant, are 
based essentially upon political, socjo- 
logical or philosophical views or a mere 
personal moral code. The Hearing 
Officer noted particularly the fact that 
the registrant abandoned his plans for 
the ministry in favor of plans for 
social work . .. and the fact that he 
could reach people through social work 
whom he could not reach through the 
ehurch. It is the Hearing Officer’s 
opinion that the registrant seemingly 
evidenced a greater concern with so- 
cial and economic problems than with 
matters spiritual.” 


“SUPREME BEING” CLAUSE 


CHALLENGED 

The court case of Vern Davidson (see 
April, 1954, Reporter), pending before 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, is 
taking on new importance because of the 
arrest of Don Thomas of Wisconsin and 
the imminent arrest of David McReyn- 
olds of California. All three registrants 
had refused induction after being denied 
a I-O (conscientious objector) classifica- 
tion. The cases, in effect, tend to chal- 
lenge the legality of the draft law clause 
requiring a religious basis for classifica- 
tion as a CO, especially the “Supreme 
Being” clause. The use of the FBI re- 
port and the question of using allegedly 
false information in the “fair résumé” 
are also being challenged. 

Full information on the case may be 
obtained from the Davidson Defense 
Committee, 182% Ashland Ave., Ocean 
Park, Calif. 








churchman. I believe this whether the 
church official comes to affirm or deny 
the conscientious objection of another. 
A court in this case might well take a 
. dim view of the denial of this regis- 
trant’s right to claim conscientious ob- 
jection merely because most Christian 
Scientists accept service. .. .” 





ALL ROTC STUDENTS 
MUST SIGN OATH 
(Continued from page 1) 

The “certificate of loyalty or loyalty 
oath” which all ROTC students are being 
required to sign is the well-known De- 
fense Department Form DD 98, “Loyalty 
Certificate for Personnel of the Armed 
Forces.” As stated on the form, “Pen 
alties for making a false statement may 
be very severe.” Part of this form reads: 


“T have entered under Remarks be- 
low, the name(s) of the organiza- 
tion(s) from the above (Attorney 
General’s) list of which I am or have 
been a member, or by which I am or 
have been employed, or which I have 
attended or been present at, or en- 
gaged in, organizational or social ac- 
tivities or activities which they spon- 
sored, or for which I have sold, given 
away or distributed written, printed, 
or otherwise recorded matter published 
by them, or with which I have been 
identified or associated in some other 
manner.” 


The Attorney General’s list, which is 
referred to above and is printed on this 
loyalty oath form, contains about 250 
names of organizations. 


Since many colleges require all male 
students to take two years of ROTC 
before graduation, a student who does 
not sign the loyalty oath is not released 
from ROTC but is required to participate 
in class activities without a uniform. 
Such a student’s file is forwarded to 
Washington for further action, but the 
kind of action this would be is still un- 
known. 

According to Civil Liberties, published 
by the American Civil Liberties Union, 
a 19-year-old student at the University 
of Wisconsin was forbidden to wear a 
uniform because he once had been a 
friend of a person who was later inves- 
tigated by the FBI for alleged Commu- 
nist activity. Thus the student could 
not sign the loyalty oath. Special efforts 
by the university restored to the student 
his ROTC uniform. 

In California, one entering student re- 
fused to sign the oath at registration 
and was told that this may mean his 
dismissal from the university. Another 
student at the University of Maryland 
also refused to sign the oath. 





Butgereit Is Correct Spelling! 


The name of the conscientious objector 
whose troubles with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service had just ended 
was misspelled on page 4 of the Decem- 
ber, 1954, ssue of THE REPORTER. The 
name, correctly spelled, is Butgereit. 





FREE LITERATURE 


(Limited supply) 

The following five items of lit- 
erature are free to any REPORTER 
reader who desires a copy, as long 
as the supply lasts. (The num- 
bers of copies available are indi- 
cated in parentheses.) Send your 
request to the National Service 


_ Board, 1105 K St., N. W., Wash- 


ington 5, D. C. 

The Origins of Civilian Public 
Service (87)—A review of the 
negotiations during the Fall of 
1940 between government offi- 
cials and representatives of the 
churches most immediately af- 
fected by the drafting of consci- 
entious objectors. (28 pages) 


Conscientious Objectors in Prison 
(39)—Published in 1945 by the 
Pacifist Research Bureau, this 
book includes many interesting 
statistics and information about 
COs before, during, and after 
their prison sentences. (68 
pages) 

Congress Looks at the Conscien- 
tious Objector (26)—A chrono- 
logical compilation of the com- 
plete texts of discussions with 
Congress about conscientious eb- 
jectors, of the period from 1940 
through 1943. (96 pages) 

Text of the case of U. S. v. James 
J. Relyea (9)—Complete briefs, 
transcrips, and opinions in the 
trial of Relyea who was acquit- 
ted because the court found no 
basis in fact for the I-A-O given 
him by Selective Service. (77 
pages) ' 

Pax Christi (The Peace of Christ) 
(6)—Written by Albert D. Bel- 
den, this book is an attempt by 
the author “to share... a vision, 
a prophecy, and a plan” to be 
used “as a weapon of the holy 
warfare for peace.” (155 pages) 








CO About to Refuse Induction 
Made Leader of Draftees 


The following Selective Service order 
was handed to a Methodist conscientious 
objector who was planning on that day 
to refuse induction because his I-O clas- 
sification had been denied: 

“TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Special confidence being placed in the 
integrity and ability of _....-__, 
he is hereby appointed leader of a con- 
tingent of selected men from Local 
Board No._____., State of___. . 
Address 

“He is, therefore, charged with the 
enforcement of the Selective Service 
Regulations governing selected men 
enroute to Joint Examining and In- 
duction Station during the journey 
from to , and 
all men included within the contingent 
are directed to obey his lawful orders 
during the journey.” 

This CO had been repeatedly denied a 
I-O classification, up to the Presidential 
Appeal Board. Earlier, the members of 
his local board had resigned because of 
delays in his appeal to the State Appeal 
Board. At a meeting with the local 
board, he told the board he would refuse 
induction rather than go into the armed 
services. 

On the day he was ordered to report 
for induction, the CO was handed this 
order directing him to be a leader for 
a number of other selectees also ordered 
to report for induction. 


OPPORTUNITY FOR 
“EX 1-W" 

Kenneth Overman, a conscientious ob- 
jector soon to be drafted into alterna- 
tive service, is seeking someone to take 
over his farm work for two years. He 
is interested in finding another CO, per- 
haps one just completing his I-W service, 
who might want to do this. 

Someone with a knowledge of farm 
machinery and who would like to do 
grain farming is desired. Write to Ken- 
neth Overman, Lynn, Indiana, for fur- 
ther information. 
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